as agents of medicalization-the priests of the new secular religion of hygiene-and who defined water and the appropriate habits and standards of behaviour associated with its use.
Looking at water as idea, substance, and tradition, Goubert examines changing historical concepts of water. Nineteenth-century scientists objectified water, making it a substance to be studied by chemists, epidemiologists, and bacteriologists. Subsequently, water became a commodity to be industrialized and commercialized. During the nineteenth century water evolved from a luxury item for the affluent classes to an essential commodity required by all. As France became secularized, democratized, and industrialized, so did water. In the course of the century, scientists first defined and then redefined water from a healthy, pure substance to a medium for the breeding of pathogenic micro-organisms and the transmission of disease. At the same time hygienists promoted water as a major disease preventive in the nineteenthcentury public health campaign. Physicians also continued to emphasize the traditional therapeutic properties of water. A wide cultural gap, however, removed the majority of French citizens-the peasantry-from the ideas and values promoted by the ruling political and scientific elite. The peasantry held far different attitudes toward water. Among the peasantry water carried strong religious and symbolic overtones and had traditionally been associated with purity and major life events. At the same time, however, peasants resisted water and cleanliness because of tenaciously held ideas about the protective value of dirt.
Water, as portrayed in Goubert's study, strikes me as a quintessential Latourian non-human actor, which was "conquered" and transformed by architects, town planners, engineers, hygienists, physicians, and chemists, but which also made its own "conquest", dramatically changing the scientific and cultural landscape of nineteenth-and twentieth-century France. Thus, Goubert argues that a cultural and scientific revolution reconceptualized water and its uses, and water-objectified, democratized, medicalized, industrialized, and commercialized -changed people's lifestyles and ways of thinking. Water and its promoters brought about a revolution in mentalites, and the environment underwent profound changes with the new sociosanitary infrastructure of post-Pasteurian, Third Republic France. This innovative and imaginative book, amply illustrated with marvellous examples of "water culture", will be welcomed by historians of medicine and public health and historians of modern France who seek novel, interdisciplinary ways to study health and disease in history. As The use by the editor of the awkward term "pseudo-science" reinforces the contributors' vague and shifting notions of the relationship between orthodoxy and unorthodoxy. Taylor Stoeher finds mesmerism attracted those who rejected the reductionism of orthodox science; Greenaway, on the other hand, argues that physicians were attracted by electrotherapy's association with mainstream physiology and the experimentalist programme of Claude Bernard. Sectarians, clearly, were sometimes on the fringe of orthodox science, and sometimes at its heart. A number of these authors are uneasy about the pragmatic and anti-intellectual
